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do with the dissection of dead bodies/3 he said. The family had not
enough funds to send Mohandas abroad for studies in law but the
loving brother promised to find money somehow. The mother was
still unwilling but Mohandas having solemnly promised not to touch
meat, wine and women, she gave her consent. Itwas an uncommon
thing for a young man of Rajkot to go to England. The high school
gave a send-off in the old pupil's honour. Mohandas could scarcely
stammer a few words of thanks.
He left Rajkot for Bombay leaving mother and wife with a baby
of a few months behind. So far no one from his caste had gone abroad
and, therefore, a general meeting of the caste people was called and
Mohandas was summoned to appear before them. "In the opinion
of the caste, your proposal to go to England is not proper,33 they said*
"I cannot alter my resolve to go to England,35 Mohandas replied. "I
think the caste should not interfere in the matter."
"This boy shall be treated as an outcaste from today. Whoever
helps him or goes to see him off at the dock shall be punishable
with a fine of .one rupee and four annas," was the solemn verdict.
Mohandas remained unperturbed.